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Research
Project

Tentative PhD title: “Perceptions of ‘othering’ in a right-wing populist political context and identity
of the ‘Other’: the case of urban Ukrainian immigrants in Poland”

My project examines how and why populist radical right parties use discursive legitimisation
strategies to construct an enemy Other. To enable it, | narrowed down my project to
a particular other (Ukrainian immigrants) in a particular CEE country (Poland). Poland has been
selected as the case study as the issue of ‘otherness’ is used frequently and in a variety of ways in
political discourse. The process of ‘othering” Ukrainian immigrants in Poland is analysed in the
context of the Polish ethnic, culture-based national identity and nationalist ideology which uses
cultural boundaries (language, religion, mythologised history) to define and exclude ethnic and
cultural Others — in this case Ukrainian immigrants. As such, my PhD responds to the advertised
ESR12 themes of political culture in Central and Eastern Europe as well as attitudes towards the
Other, with a particular focus on anti-migrant sentiment in nationalist and populist politics.



Billboard campaigns welcome Ukrainian immigrants to
Polish cities

Research project: the puzzle
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Research Design

Research aims:

To deconstruct the discourse of ‘othering’ employed by populist radical right parties (PRRP), based on the case study of Ukrainian immigrants in Poland. This case study is
entrenched within a broader theoretical attempt to build a model of ‘othering’ that could help further understand the reasons, causes and rhetorical instruments behind right-
wing populists’ successes.

Research questions (RQ) and sub-questions:

1) What ‘othering’ strategies do Polish PRRP use towards Ukrainian immigrants — how is the exclusion justified?
" How are Ukrainians framed as ‘others’ (which nomination and predication strategies (Wodak and Reisigl, 2003) are deployed) in PRRP discourse?
= What legitimisation strategies (Wodak and Reisigl, 2003) are used by PRRP to exclude Ukrainian immigrants?

2) How do Ukrainian immigrants in Poland perceive being ‘othered’, and how does it influence their self-identifications?

= What ‘othering’ strategies (Coupland, 2010) have Ukrainian immigrants in Warsaw and Krakow experienced?
= How are the perceptions of social boundaries between groups affected by ‘othering’ experiences?

= How experiences of ‘othering’ differ by gender, age, class, education, qualifications, language proficiency?

= How did the experience of migration influence the self-identification of Ukrainians in Poland?

3) Why did ‘othering’ become a common feature of populist right-wing politics?




Research Design

The research consists of two clusters. The first one explores the supply side
of populist ‘othering’. The second one, using the mirror approach,
investigates perceptions of being ‘othered’. The empirical research results
from the two clusters will then be grounded within the final theoretical
reflection, framed within the broader FATIGUE research agenda. The
provided input based on the case of Ukrainians in Poland is expected to
shed light on the tools and reasons of the success of populist radical right
parties, their deployment of nationalist narratives and how it can help us

anticipate future political developments in the region and the EU.

/

As for my conceptual framework, this research understands ‘othering’ as a
form of identity construction, and therefore is mainly guided by Social
Identity Theory (Tajfel and Turner). It sees identity as both, a product and a
process. When it comes to populism, | take the ideational approach
(Mudde and Kaltwasser), and analyse ‘othering’ as one of the ‘thickening’
elements of right-wing populism.

For this study, | choose an interpretative research framework, using
gualitative methods. As for the 15t RQ, | collect publicly available data from
speeches, interviews, statements etc by the representatives of Polish PRRP,

and analyse it using Critical Discourse Analysis. Data generation for the
second cluster consists primarily of semi-structured interviews, which will
then be analysed using Thematic Analysis, supplemented by Narrative
Analysis.
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Preliminary results: discourse analysis

1) “The Mythology of Law and
Justice’s migration discourse”’
(Published in Politeja, 2020)

Conclusions:

® no mention of either Chechens or
Ukrainians, all focus on Syrians

e focus on security

® us vs them antagonism

e demonising the EU

® a threat to sovereignty

® Poland as Messiah

e constructing political opponents as the
enemy of the people

e the promise of salvation

® alternative solidarity

2) “‘Othering’ of LGBT
movement as an Element of
Contemporary Populist Discourse
in Poland”

(Submitted for publication)

Conclusion:

e the enemy is not so much LGBT persons,
but how they call it “LGBT ideology”, thus
different value systems, even modernity
and progressiveness as such, everything
that goes against the traditional norm



Preliminary results: discourse analysis

Myth in PiS migration discourse:

conclusions

“The Mythology
of Law and Justice’s
migration discourse”’

An overwhelming appeal to emotion, and very little appeal to rationality
The central conflict: US (Poland) vs them (EU)

PiS and Poland are heroes, protagonists

Refugees are a security threat, antagonists

EU is an usurper, antagonist

Migration policy — a zero-sum game, realist approach

PO and Tusk — enemies of the people

Alternative solidarity
and the promise of salvation to Poland, and Europe, and refugees
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Preliminary results: discourse analysis
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“‘Othering’ of LGBT
movement as an Element of
Contemporary Populist
Discourse in Poland”

“The [European] elections will decide whether we want a
strong or submissive Poland.

The dispute af stake is the dispute over the world of
values...a dispute whether to build modernity on the
foundation of tradition, family warmth, or build on shocking
moral revolutions, where a tradifional family is ridiculed, and
children subjected to aggressive indoctrination against the will
of their parents. Tradition and modernity can not just be
reconciled. And modernization does not have to be at the
expense of respect for the past, our history and traditional
values”

- Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki




Preliminary results: discourse analysis
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Comparative perspective

“Sovereign states must have “Parents have the right to
the ability to decide” decide”

* Usvsthem

* An overwhelming appeal to emotion, and
little appeal to rationality

+ Refugees/LGBT are a threat, antagonists

* EU is an ideological opponent and a
usurper, antagonist

+ Political opposition is the enemy of the
people

* Law and Justice and Poland are heroes,
protagonists, Messiahs

“The policy of pressure_from the European Union is being applied.
We can not give in to it.”




Preliminary results: background chapter+
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"According to Eurostat (2011, 2014) Ukrainian nationals currently represent the fifth-largest migrant
group in the EU (after Turks, Moroccans, Chinese and Indians). Eurostat (2014) puts the total number
of Ukrainian residents currently living in the EU as high as 634 851 persons.”

- Yana Leontiyeva, Institute of Sociology, Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic

Almost as many Ukrainians in Poland as refugees in Europe ... ﬁ Bonk Polski

Ukrainian immigrants in Poland vs. 2015 refugees in Europe

12
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+ The number of Ukrainian immigrants in Poland is estimated at 800'000. This is close
to the inflow of refugees to Europe in 2015, implying 10x higher immigrants-to-
population ratio.

MovingIn
Since 2014, some two million Ukrainians have
moved to Poland, a country of 38 million

First-residence permits issued in Poland by
citizenship
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Fieldwork preparation

Data collection:
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Fieldwork preparations

Completed:

* Preparatory desk research done, background chapter on the status quo of Ukrainian
immigration into Poland written

* Ethical clearance obtained

* Information sheet for participants written and translated into their two native languages
* Consent form for participants written and translated into their two native languages

* Interview scenario (guide) for conducting interviews prepared

* Gate keepers researched, identified and preliminary contact established



Thank you for your attention!




