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Part I:
Introducing the problem
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The puzzle
Is Czechia an infertile ground for prejudice?




Attitudes towards Muslims and “refugees”

Vast differences across Europe in public attitudes toward Muslims
|% who say they would be willing to accept Muslims as members of their familyl
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Note: This question was not asked of Muslims.
Source: Surveys conducted 2015-2017 in 34 countries. See Methodology for details.
“Eastern and Western Europeans Differ on Importance of Religion, Views of Minorities, and Key Social Issues”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

W 80+
Not surveyed

Georgia |
17% Arm,”
%

Irar

Syna lrag



g

WSS 3 3C

v

work bolonged 35 0ach of the followng gr.

maats Dt

€

L} 23
o -
2%

v
@ =
.- (1)
] E
el s
() ]
- e
() T
-

(W] LT
‘ Nt
— 1
-~ At
wr 2
W "
()

(e

” o=
*- F
iy =

Highest percentage per country

[T ol Comiieriatie” (7-300 ~ Waimareat) SPONTANEOLS) snswers

Pou wvouid e, “vel ol &l comioriabie” and 10 that you would Seel “Totally comfonetie”

Table 2. Comparison of support for Muslim migrants and for migrants from poorer non-

European countries, percentages and ratios (2014/15)
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UK 4% 83% 128
France 51 B3% '3
Denmark 44% san, 120
Germany 70% 107
Finland 6% 1.4
Slovenia 51% .04
Netheriands 538 101
Belgium 514 514 100
Austria 2% 42% 100
Ireland 42% 2% 100
Switzerland 54% 638 0.58
Norway B B5Y% 0.6
Average 45% 43% 0.95
Sweden 86% 8% 0.92
Estonia 0% 1% 0.50
Hungary 12% 10% 083
Spain 49% 104 078
Lithuania % 288 076
Portugal 16% 188 076
Poland 50% W% 061
Czech 2% 1% 053
Republic

Israel 24% 2% 0.49
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Source: European Social Survey Round 7, 2004715 ((all countnes participating in Round 7 including Denmark




Attitudes towards Muslims and “refugees”

QD9.4 To what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?
(OUR COUNTRY) should help refugees (%)
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Source: Standard Eurobarometer 89 (Spring 2018)



Attitudes towards Muslims and “refugees”

Graf 1 - Problémy CR a Evropské unie, ndzory Cechl, moZnost vice odpovédi, vyvoj 2014-2018
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Part Il
Thinking Islamophobia



Framing the object of study

“the systematic tendency to evaluate one’s own membership
group (the in-group) or its members more favorably than a

Intergroup Bias—

" Prejudice

nonmembership group (the out-group) or its members”
(Hewstone et al., 2002, p. 57
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Attitudes

Discrimination

Ideology/meanings

Islamophobia

as a research object




Runnymede Trust 1997 report

Distinctions

Closed views of Islam

Open views of Islam

1. Monolithic/diverse

Islam seen as a single
monolithic bloc, static and
unrasponsive to new realities.

Islam seen as diverse and
prograssive, with internal
differences, debates and
development.

2. Separate/interacting

Islam seen as separate and
other — (a) not having any aims
or values in common with other
cultures; (b) not affected by
them; and {c) not influencing
them.

Islam seen as interdependent
with other faiths and cultures —
(@) having certain shared
values and aims; (b) affacted
by them; and (c) enriching
them.

3. Inferior/different

Islam seen as inferior to the
West — barbaric, irational,
primitive, sexist.

Islam seen as distinctivaly
different, but not deficient, and
as equally worthy of respect.

4. Enemy/partner

Islam seen as violent,
aggressive, threatening,
supportive of terrorism,
engaged in ‘a clash of
civilisations'.

Islam seen as an actual or
potential partner in joint
cooperative enterprises and in
the solution of shared
problems.

5. Manipulative/sinceare

Islam seen as a political
ideclogy, used for political or
military acvantage.

Islam seen as a genuine
religious faith, practised
sincerely by its adherents.

6. Criticism of West
rejected/considerad

Criticisms made by Islam of
‘the West' rejected out of hand.

Criticisms of ‘the West' and
other culturas are considered
and debated.

7. Discrimination
defended criticised

Hostility towards Islam used to
justify discriminatory practices
towards Muslims and exclusion
of Muslims from mainstream
society.

Debates and disagreements
with Islam do not diminish
efforts to combat discrimination
and exclusion.

8. Islamophobia seen as
natural/problematic

Anti-Muslim hostility accepted
as natural and ‘normal’.

Critical views of Islam are
themselves subjected to
critique, lest they be inaccurate
and unfair.

Source : Commission on British Muslims and Islamophobia (1997) Islamophobia: A Challenge for
Us All, Runmymede Trust. Reprinted with permission.




Islamophobia as racism [the current perspective]

1) A set of ideas [ideology] in which the human race is divisible into distinct
‘races’, each with specific natural characteristics derived from culture, physical
appearance or both.

2) A power relationship in which, over time, groups are racialized, that is, treated
as if specific characteristics were natural and innate to each member of the group.

3) Forms of discrimination flowing from this [practices] ranging on spectrums
from denial of access to material resources at one end to genocide at the other.

(Garner & Selod, 2015)



Racism or religious prejudice?

What if we ‘hate’ just
Islam?

Is there a ‘Muslim’ race?




Part Ill:
Islamophobia in Czechia



Schwarzenbergs’ coat of arms

i

“
i

- e ~ S it
et e P Al S0 | el

R
A

Statue to the founders of the Trinitarian Order, Prague Alois Musil Minaret in the gardens of the Palace of Lednice




Muslim population in the Czech Republic is nowadays small and well-integrated




Post-1989 Islamophobia: some relevant events

| .I ~ SECOND WAVE (2010-2014)
FIRST WAVE (2001-2009)
1989-2000 FIRST WAVE (2001-2009 ' .
Specialised websites Anti-Islamic CSOs and protest
Islamophobia from non-state
actors (extreme right) Debates on multiculturalism and

: frames of war on terror Scandals (veil, raid, UMO)
Pro-Israeli turn

Public opinion against Turkish
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Post-1989 Islamophobia

“In the near future, the issue of Islam is unlikely to become
crucial for extreme right politics in East-Central Europe, unless
something extraordinary were to happen (e.g., an Islamist
terrorist attack in the area with major consequences)”

(Mares, 2014, p. 220)
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Media | Negative frames existed before

* Most coverage about Islam in traditional media
tends to focus on foreign issues and conflicts

(KFizkova, 2006; Koreckova & Luzny in Topinka, H E FLE x

2016); emphases the ‘pathological’ aspects
(Vesecky, 2006, Cermakova, Jankd, Kliment &
Linhartova in Topinka, 2016, p. 105),

securitisation frames (Tamchynova, 2017), ==
crime (Prokop, 2019) - issues of agenda K]i.Ji.AHUVD
setting + economic model (+ ideology)

: : DNES ::=i 2N =" PRAVI]
* Lack of national expertise on Islam, and LIDOVE NOVINY M
journalistic ethics and rigour (Ostransky, 2017,

pp. 17-22) - confussion (e.g. terms, numbers)

* Key role of social media [contents + hate
speech] (Hanzelka & Schmidt, 2017) and
popular figures (Rosulek, 2018)
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Politics | From the fringes into the mainstream

2010-13: perceptions of corrupution
lead to = party volatility and populist
party firm successes; Zeman erodes
public debate.

2014/5 - charismatic leaders revive
Czech far-right (Slacalek, 2019) with an
issue they own = mainstreaming
(Hesova, 2016) + interpreting statistics
(Prokop, 2019)

In the past, mainstream [conservative]
parties lenient with discriminatory and
civilisationalist Islamophobic discourses
(esp. since 2010)

Anti-Islam protest in Prague (January 2015)



Public Opinion | Some relevant, yet not fundamental shifts

2015 changes

Islamic fundamentalism as big foreign threat
for CR-56% (3.2011) to 85% (9. 2015)
[STEM]

Spikes on perceived ‘threat to Czechia’s
security’ of: terrorist groups/individuals,
wars, refugees.
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Public Opinion | Some relevant, yet not fundamental shifts

2015 changes

Islamic fundamentalism as big foreign threat
for CR-56% (3.2011) to 85% (9. 2015)
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Ethnic & racial groups

Arabs and other Muslim ethnic groups
disliked for a long time

Not all Muslims
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Part 1V:
Research Design



Research Questions

Discourse-Historical Approach

1. What argumentative strategies do Czech
politicians employ to legitimise/delegitimise
discrimination against Muslims?

2. Why do Czech politicians use Islamophobic
political discourse?

Thematic Analysis of in-depth Interviews

Why do Czechs and Muslims living in Czechia believe that
a negative discourse about Muslims became so
widespread across Czech society (particularly since 2015)?

Why do Czechs and Muslims living in Czechia think that
Muslims can/cannot successfully become a part of Czech
society or their own local communities?

Analysing their accounts, how do the respondents (and
interviewer) implicitly or explicitly
conceptualise/categorise ‘Muslims’ and ‘Czechs’?

How has the 2015 change in discourse (if any) about
Muslims affected the lives and identities of Muslim
interviewees who have been living in Czechia since before
20157



Discourse-Historical Approach

Principles of DHA:

Discourse embedded into context
(internal, intertextual,
social/institutional frames, broader-
socio political context)

Four-step analysis (genre, themes,
strategies and critique)

NE ISLAMU
NE TERORISTUM

Three-step critique (in-text, socio- — BEZPECNA ZEWE
diagnostic, socio-prognostic) — : A PRO KAZDEHO

2) Events from
the Muslim-
majority world

1) Integration/
multiculturalism

3) Terrorism 4) Refugee/ irregular 5) Synthesis
migration flows/
management

e 2010-11 el 01/2015 05-09/2015 9-10/2017
Opposition to 08 2911 Reaction to Conversation around Czech General
construction of Hradec Rea.ctlon to Arab Charlie Hebdo ‘refugee quotas’ election campaign
Kralové mosque Springs attacks




Interviews

b 4
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Prague
Multicultural metropolis

Ostrava
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Moravian town
Regular political behavior

] 6x5 participants
Different political behaviour
Different intergroup contact

,. Muslims
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